ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Željko Beljan (HR) (born 1984 in Vukovar) graduated from the Department of Animated Film and New Media at the Academy of Fine Arts in Zagreb in 2021. His artistic practice focuses on the phenomenon of handicraft and its position in contemporary art practices, exploring textiles and craft techniques as an artistic medium. He examines the relationship between handicraft and amateur or hobbyist involvement in sports, emphasizing participation and audience engagement in the realization of his works. He was a finalist for the Radoslav Putar Award in 2023 and an alumnus of the WHW Academy, class of 2022. Since 2011, he has participated in numerous group exhibitions in Croatia and the region and has held several solo exhibitions, including: Project Arkade (MSU, Zagreb, 2023); Unresolved (Šira Gallery, Zagreb, 2022); Guest (Prostor, Split, 2022; Tratinska 64 – CIMO, Zagreb, 2021); Three Corners Penalty (Football Field of Primary School Marijan – Culture Hub Croatia, Split, 2022; Žitnjak Atelier, Zagreb, 2022); Truth is a Forgotten Memory (in collaboration with Rebecca Merlić, Ethnographic Museum, Zagreb, 2022); Benjamin Beljan: Željko (Garage Kamba, Zagreb, 2022); Benjamin (CEKAO Gallery, Zagreb, 2022); Myth, Embroidery, and Vuteks (NMG@Praktika, Split, 2020; Karas Gallery, Zagreb, 2020); Cartoon Core (Siva Gallery, Zagreb, 2018; Inquiry Inc., Osijek, 2016).

Artists Liesbeth Bik and Jos Van der Pol (NL) work together as Bik Van der Pol since 1995 and live and work in Rotterdam, Netherlands (www.bikvanderpol.net). They have exhibited their work at numerous venues, as well as participated in biennials such as Gwangju, Istanbul, Jakarta, and Sao Paulo Biennale. Recent and current projects include Paad Bienal 2024 Abi Dabhi (UAE), a research residency project at School of Casablanca (2021–23), Casablanca (Marocco), a project in collaboration with Volt, Bergen (Norway), Take Part (2018–20), at SFMOMA and Public Libraries, San Francisco (USA), and Far Too Many Stories To Fit Into So Small A Box, Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art, Warsaw (Poland) (2019-20). Bik Van der Pol were co-initiators of artist-run space Duende existing from 1984-2013, where they organised many activities such as artist in residence programs, talks, screenings and exhibition projects, they were course directors of The School of Missing Studies – a temporary masters programme at Sandberg Institute, Amsterdam (2013–15), and they are advisors at the Jan van Eyck Academie in Maastricht. Liesbeth is a core-tutor at Piet Zwart Institute (Rotterdam), and a member, and currently chair, of the Akademie van Kunsten/Academy of Arts, that is part of the Dutch Royal Academy of Science (KNAW).

Tanja Boukal (AT)
Humans are the focus of my work - their interactions with the environment and society, and their responses to challenging situations. Rather than focusing on the details of their faces or bodies, my interest lies in understanding their abilities when faced with unique life circumstances. I delve into their methods of problem solving, their determination to achieve goals, and their pursuit of finding happiness.

At the core of my artistic journey is a commitment to human dignity that seamlessly integrates ethical considerations into my work. I often highlight extraordinary individuals, not as isolated characters, but as representatives of those willing to endure significant challenges to realize their aspirations. This approach includes extending recognition to individuals who typically remain invisible.

Therefore, women's fates are often highlighted. By centering their stories, I seek to amplify the voices that have historically remained in the shadows, ensuring that their struggles, triumphs, and unique perspectives receive the attention they rightfully deserve.

My creative process involves the incorporation of traditional craft techniques to create a connection with the person or situation being portrayed. Craft, known for millennia as the art of ordinary men and women, represents to me human creativity and the joy of making. The aspiration of these individuals is to leave a lasting memory, to create something significant. Through the techniques I use, I emphasize the importance associated with portraying these individuals and their stories.

Larisa Crunțeanu (RO) works as a performer, video artist and sound collector who moves from reality to fiction in an endless conversation with the viewer. Larisa Crunțeanu’s works create contexts in which facts and memories are reactivated, encouraging a shared effort and the emergence of new practices. Many of her projects reflect on the notion of collaboration and the ideas existing behind objects and stories. Her works were shown in important institutions such as the National Museum of Contemporary Art in Bucharest, SAVVY Berlin, Zacheta Project RoomWarsaw, RKI Berlin, Museu de Arte Brasileira – MAB FAAP, São Paulo. She holds an MA in Photography and Moving Image and a PhD in Visual Arts from the National University of Arts Bucharest. In 2023 she launched her first book, Protocols of Singularity (RO- EN) published by Dispozitiv Books.

Megan Dominescu (RO) – a visual artist based in Bucharest, Romania with a background in painting and origins in Washington, D.C. She uses various mediums in her work but has focused mainly on textiles in recent years. Her works range from large-scale hand-made tapestries to embroidered interventions to textile sculptures. Megan also has started an animal (and sometimes human) clothing brand, GoodBoySecurity. Megan is a founding member at Moxa20 Studio/Gallery.

Nikolina Knežević Hrgović (HR)  was born in 1986 in Zagreb. In 2005, she completed her secondary education in the Textile Department at the School of Applied Arts and Design. She continued her education at the Academy of Fine Arts - Teacher Education Department, majoring in printmaking. In 2012, she completed her graduate studies and earned the title of Master of Art Education. Since 2009, she has been actively engaged in artistic work, participating in group and solo exhibitions in Croatia and abroad. She expresses herself through printmaking, painting, and the medium of traditional hand weaving. Since 2012, she has been involved in pedagogical work as an external collaborator at the Museum of Contemporary Art, as well as a teacher and teaching assistant in primary and secondary schools. She conducts art workshops for children and offers drawing and painting lessons for elementary and high school students. Since 2015, she has worked as a freelance costume designer for commercials and films. In 2018, she became a member of the Croatian Association of Visual Artists. Since 2020, she has been employed at the School of Applied Arts and Design as a professor of art subjects in the Textile Department, teaching subjects such as Weaving Techniques, Textile Design, and Fashion Drawing.

Zoya Laktionova (UA) was born in Mariupol (Ukraine), in a working class family in 1984. She is a filmmaker and visual artist who uses moving images, photography, and texts in her works. Zoya aims to convey emotions through art metaphors intertwined with the dramatic language of cinema. In her artistic practice, she adopts micro-history, auto-ethnography and creative storytelling to unfold the complexity of greater events and historical contexts. This often makes it difficult to clearly allocate Zoya's films, which is why they are shown both at film festivals (DOK Leipzig, FID Marseille, Cottbus etc) and in art museums such as the Center Pompidou, Palais de Tokyo in Paris or the MUMOK in Vienna. Zoya is a recipient of the Harriman Institute Residency at Columbia University '22-23, Civitella Visual Arts Fellow `23-24, Academy of Fine Arts Vienna Resident `23-24, Film Independent Global Media Makers Fellow `24, Cite Internationale des Arts resident `24-25. Before the start of a full-scale war of Russia against Ukraine (24/02/22), Zoya lived in Kyiv and worked as an independent artist and documentary filmmaker.

Sarah McNulty (DK) (b. USA, based in Copenhagen) founded and curates the program Tørreloft, initiated in 2015, based on experimental forms of production, collaboration and experience for international artists. In opposition to the original clandestine drying attic, the current format at AGA Works takes place in an industrial garage, where the 4th wall is a shutter that opens to a busy street. In her own artistic practice, she primarily works with extended painting as a starting point, often installations with textiles and other materials with changing characteristics. Her work as an artist and curator explores the ecology of the existing environment, often initiating projects at neglected architectural sites in public space.

Iza Tarasewicz (PL) (b. 1981 in Białystok) graduated from the Faculty of Sculpture and Performing Arts at the Academy of Fine Arts in Poznań in 2008. She lives and works in Kolonia Koplany, a small village near Białystok where she grew up. Working with sculpture, installation, drawing and performance, her work has gained significant recognition in the country and abroad. She is the winner of the 2019 Bayerischen Kunstförderpreise award for fine arts and the 2015 VIEWS [Spojrzenia] award of the Deutsche Bank Foundation, in co-organization with the Zachęta National Art Gallery in Warsaw. In 2013, she was nominated for the Passportu Polityka prize for visual art. Her sculptural installations take the form of modular, flexible and mobile systems, which combine raw and modest functionalism with formal logic found in the natural world, scientific experiments and graphs and diagrams — figures of thought and diagrams of relationships that systematize knowledge and data and abstractly describe the interaction of phenomena. The artist finds inspiration for her work in classical Greek philosophy and quantum physics.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Eve Woods (IE) is a visual artist based in Dublin City. She received her MA in Visual Arts Practices from IADT in 2015. Since then she has exhibited solo exhibition Smile at Pallas Projects, April 2017 & been involved in group shows; F.Festival 2017, PP/S 20 Year Anniversary Benefit Auction 2016, Peachy Dublin 2015, Artists Among Us 2015, Group of Writing People Zine 2015, Temporary Sights, curated by Siobhan Mooney in MART Gallery, Rathmines 2014 & Beo, 2014 as curator. Woods studied Fine Art specialising in painting at the Centre for Creative Arts & Media, Galway City (2012) where she was involved in several group shows & most recently received distinction in a BSc Digital Technology & Design from the Digital Skills Academy, Dublin. She has worked as a creative event designer, web designer and visual communications manager. She is a current studio member of Pallas Projects, previously; Blackpitts Studios & Moxie Studios.



