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Why am I interested in migrant crisis?
My interest arises from my own experiences and years of working with migrants. My parents met in Ogulin, he was a young doctor from Zagreb, she was a pharmaceutical technician from Dalmatia (Podgora). They left for Nijemci in Slavonia in search of a better life. My sister was born in Vinkovci. My mom didn't like the rural mud and mosquitoes. Then we moved to Lukavac in Bosnia and Hercegovina. My dad got a job as a doctor on a mining site. I was born in the nearest maternity hospital, in Tuzla.   
When I was six, my dad got a job in Metalka in Maribor and we moved to Slovenia. Dad's salary was much higher, my mom got a job at a city pharmacy, there was also a music school and we were closer to our grandparents in Zagreb. The construction of the promised apartment was delayed so we lived in the Zamorec (Crnac) Hotel in the city centre. Before school, our mom used to take us to the hotel's restaurant across the street for breakfast. After school we went to a worker's canteen. This is what our life looked like for a couple of months.  

It was all fun for us. To me, Maribor was a big city full of toy stores, there was a new school, new children, new language. I remember this transitional period as feeling comfortable and as a guessing game, noticing the differences between “there“ and “then“ and “here“ and “now“.   
After graduating from gymnasium I decided to continue my studies in Zagreb. This decision was driven by my youthful curiosity and the desire to search for my “roots“ and learn the language that remained on a child's level. 

From today's perspective, my parents were legal “economic migrants“, they could get a job and move in line with their interests. For me, changing living environments was an opportunity to open new doors.    
These doors are nowadays closed to many, deadly to many. Wherever I went, there was a backstory featuring the deportation of Albanians (in Greece) or depressed foreigners in Dutch camps. I met many asylum seekers, and later on I worked for a Dutch association that organized drawing courses and other creative activities for children and youth.   

These are my insights “from the field“: 
1) Foreigners do not need empathy, they want their legal rights respected;

2) They are all economic migrants, which is completely normal and logical (refugees fleeing the war have no means or energy to embark on such a journey);

3) The common saying “they are human beings too“ is completely wrong, this is precisely what scares the local population;
4) It would be better to have a campaign of breaking the habit of “territorial usurpation“, for example: “This is not your country“ and “You have no right to claim any priority in the country where you were born“. The fact that Croatian citizens speak the language well, have a good command of non-verbal communication and are surrounded by parents and family they grew up with gives them great advantage over any foreigner;
5) Developed countries want new citizens regardless of their profession, illiterate will be educated and the states will employ an army of locals to work on the integration of foreigners. The EU finances these “servicers“. The Dutch have calculated that already in the first six months they get EUR 15000 for each foreigner;

6) Insisting that Croatia has to protect its borders serves only to slow down the influx of foreigners, not to stop it completely.  Stopping it completely would be detrimental to the future of Europe.
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